Approved Minutes January 16, 2024

Stanton Township Board Meeting

Attending: Supervisor, Bob Benson; Vice-Chair, Karen Slininger; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Tom Kurtz; Road Manager, Danny Lundell; Chair, Ken Burns; Deputy, Trevor Sullivan; Jason Sachs attended via Zoom, on behalf of Midcontinent Communications.
 Ken Burns called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Chair Burns called to reveal any conflicts of interest. No conflicts were revealed.  
Agenda: A few moments were taken to review the agenda for the evening. Danny and Mary Lundell requested to be added to the public to speak portion of the agenda.   Karen Slininger made a motion to adjust the agenda, as had been requested by Danny Lundell and Mary Lundell, for comment.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.    
Approval of Minutes From December 19th, 2023: Ken Burns made a motion to approve the December 19th, 2023 minutes with the requested edits. Karen Slininger seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0. 
Public to Speak: 
1. Ken Burns invited Goodhue County Sheriff’s Office Deputy, Trevor Sullivan to speak. The officer attended the meeting for the purpose of community engagement. Some brief discussion ensued regarding activity in the area. 
2. Danny and Mary Lundell, 33100 42nd Avenue, addressed the Town Board Supervisors on the subject of the Election Judge Appointment Resolution and a letter from Troy Gilchrist regarding the Lake Byllesby Parking Conditional Use Permit, respectively.     
Zoning Requests:
Midcontinent Communications requested an Ordinance Amendment that would renew the current franchise agreement with Stanton Township; Jason Sachs, Field Operations Manager, requested approval for the Amendment extending the original Grant term of the Franchise to December 2nd , 2033. Mr. Sachs attended the meeting via Zoom. 
Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the request. Bob Benson seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0. The Ordinance Amendment Summary for a Beacon publication was tentatively set to appear 1-25-24.
Clerk’s Report: 
1. Cheryle reported that election season was underway with two elections coming up in March: 

The Presidential Nomination Primary and the Township Officers’ General election.  

2. Cheryle reported that, at Bob’s request, she had sent a message to Troy Gilchrist requesting a response to Greg Isakson’s letter.  Mary requested a copy of the letter from Greg Isakson and commented on other correspondence, as well. 
3. Cheryle requested assistance to pick up Absentee Balloting supplies available from the Goodhue County Township Officers’s meeting.  

4. Cheryle reported that she had requested gravel quotes from Anderson Rock and Lime, Luhman’s Construction and Kielmeyer Construction, Inc.  

5. Cheryle reported that, per an email from Kiel Pankonien, the site work is finished for the 330th Street excavation permit; some testing results would be sent to the township for their records.

Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Clerk’s Report. Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Beginning Balance $417,358.64
	Receipts 
	$21,569.81

	Disbursed
	$41,118.38

	Ending Balance 
	$397,810.07

	December, 2022
	$424,906.16


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, December 1- 31st, 2023, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for December 2022 was noted as $424,906.16. Mary reported that COVID Funds were transferred equally to the Heavy Equipment Fund and the Fire Fund, each in the amount of $9,339.80. Mary reported that IRS mileage reimbursement rates have increased to .67 per mile. 
Mary spoke briefly about the CTAS software relative to “Earned Sick and Safe Time” and “Paid Family Medical Leave Time”; she will temporarily need to use a suggested work around, for some applications, until an update is available from CTAS.   
Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, as stated.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Building Report: 
Road Report:
Gravel Quotes
a) Bob Benson reported that last season’s quote, on gravel, from Anderson’s, was still valid; however, Anderson Rock and Lime did submit a new quote for the new season: $10.55 per ton delivered to township roads, $12.25 per ton delivered to township residences.  

b) Kielmeyer’s Construction offered a quote of $11.25 delivered to township roads and $13.20 to township residences.  
Ken Burns made a motion to accept the quote of $10.55 per ton, from Anderson’s.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.  
1. Danny reported that the road crew would make an attempt to grade and add gravel to the roadways as early as March, if possible. Gravel purchases would include “as required” areas. 
2. Danny reported that the Peterbilt plow vehicle had required maintenance for the coolant system. 
3. Danny requested 12 copies of the Snow Removal Policy; he also requested a review of an accident/incident report written some years ago; the policy seemed to reference a drug test. The document/subject was slated for a review in February.   

4. Danny reported on the status of Road Sign Scrap items.  

Ken Burns made a motion to approve the Road Report.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0. 
Old Business: 
Danny reported that Mr. Ian Brown had not been interviewed, nor hired.  
New Business:  
1. A  Short meeting was scheduled for Friday, January 19th @ 10:00am, to sign Payroll checks. 
2. Utility Request-From MetroNet.com was reviewed; some clarification on road work areas was requested; the need for a Performance bond in the amount of $10,000 was noted; Ken Burns made a motion to approve the request subject to additional information about any trenching along 10th Avenue and the noted bond. Karen Slininger seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.
3. Judges for Two Elections were appointed by Resolution relative to the Presidential Primary Election  March 5th and Stanton Township Officers’ Election March 12th, 2024. Ken Burns made a motion to adopt the Resolution. Bob Benson seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.
4. Judges for an AB Ballot Board were appointed by Resolution relative to the Township Officer Election March 12th, 2024.  Ken Burns made a motion to adopt the Absentee Ballot Board Resolution.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Ordinance Review: 
The A-2 Zoning Setback Report Recommendation was reviewed and tabled.
Upcoming Meetings: 
Township Tuesday Conference Calls-1st and 3rd Tuesdays- 
Board of Audit Meeting Thursday, January 25th, 2024 @ 7pm.

GHC Township Officers’ Meeting- February 3rd, 2024 @9am, Zumbrota VFW

Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:

MAT Conferences via Zoom on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays- Mary reported briefly on Paid Family Leave.
Mail:   Ken Burns made a motion to review the mail.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Claims:  Ken Burns made a motion to pay claims.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Adjourn:   Karen Slininger made a motion to adjourn.   Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:40pm.
Respectfully submitted_______________________

Cheryle A. Peters 
Clerk, Stanton Township

_________________________

Ken Burns,
Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors
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